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November 10, 2015 
 
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 
Prime Minister of Canada      
80 Wellington St. 
Ottawa, ON  K1A OA2 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister,  
 
On behalf of the members and partners of DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE, I wish to express our most sincere 
congratulations on your and the Liberal Party of Canada’s victory in the October 19, 2015 federal election. 
We would like to take this opportunity to share our recommendations on three major social and economic 
justice issues that we are facing in both the Global South and the Global North: climate change, the Syrian 
crisis and the Canadian extractive industry.   
 
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE is a Catholic international solidarity organization. We work with partners in Africa, 
Latin America, Asia, the Middle East and Europe. We have thousands of members across Canada who 
support people living in poverty in their struggle for justice and human dignity.        
 
In recent years, the Canadian government’s actions on social justice here in Canada and on the 
international stage has not lived up to Canadians’ expectations, nor to our past commitments. However, 
we welcome with optimism a number of the promises you made during your election campaign, including 
the increase to official development assistance and the return to a focus on the world’s poorest and most 
vulnerable nations. These commitments mark a turning point and an opportunity to re-establish Canada’s 
leadership on international aid. In addition, we welcome your openness to dialogue and we look forward 
to collaborating with you on this work. 
 
It is with a sense of urgency that we ask your government to act quickly on three specific issues to ensure 
that Canada makes a fresh start in the area of social and economic justice. 
 

1. Climate change     
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE applauds the announcement of your participation in the United Nations 
Conference on Climate Change (COP21). We also support the Liberal Party’s election commitment to work 
in partnership with the provinces for the development of a Canadian energy strategy. We also commend 
your party’s election promises to support the development of clean energy sources and to gradually phase 
out fossil fuel production subsidies. 
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However, to ensure that your government takes on a leadership role on climate issues, we urge you to 
take the following steps: 

 Convene in the coming days a first ministers meeting in preparation for the Paris conference;  

 Establish more specific and ambitious targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions by 2025, while maintaining the decisive leadership necessary to meet the national 
targets established for 2020; and        

 Make a significant contribution to financial mechanisms aimed at providing the most vulnerable 
communities in the world with the resources necessary to adapt to climate change; furthermore, 
these resources should be allocated in addition to already approved official development 
assistance.       

 
2. The crisis in Syria       
 
For over four years now, Syria has been mired in a bloody civil war which began in the wake of the “Arab 
Spring” protests. During the “Arab Spring,” a series of major revolutions shook the Middle East and North 
Africa, exposing the structural causes of ill-development and injustice. In Syria, the protests spawned 
various opposition movements, some peaceful, others armed, contesting Bashar Al-Assad’s authoritarian 
regime and promoting a move towards democracy. However, the uprising also exposed the growing threat 
of extremist Islamic movements, which have been on the rise in the region since the war in Iraq. Kurdish 
rebels are also major actors in the conflict and its regionalization. Unfortunately, civilian populations bear 
the high price of this war, which has spread beyond Syria to the entire region, with direct repercussions 
on Europe due to the massive influx of Syrian and Iraqi refugees.  
 
In this context, your commitment to welcome 25,000 Syrian refugees by the end of 2015 is highly 
commendable. We are also delighted with your decision to end Canada’s participation in air strikes on the 
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria while continuing to play a role within the international coalition that has 
joined forces against it.  
 
May we remind your government that the current crisis is a striking illustration of the need for a negotiated 
political solution to the conflict, which has given rise to grave humanitarian crises. DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 
wishes to reiterate a number of requests that we have already put forward to the Canadian government, 
namely, 

 Increase funding for aid to Syrian victims of the crisis and engage in long-term efforts for 
reconciliation and reconstruction in the country;         

 Actively require that all parties involved in the conflict respect international humanitarian law, in 
particular with regards to the protection of civilians and the assurance of unhindered access to 
humanitarian aid; and         

 Contribute actively to an inclusive peace process, bearing in mind that a lasting solution to the 
conflict can only be a diplomatic and negotiated one. Canada must participate in imposing political 
and economic measures to end the violence, such as cutting off the sources of funding and 
weapons of the belligerent parties.   
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3. The Canadian extractive industry         
 
The Canadian extractive industry has a strong presence across the world, in particular in the countries of 

the Global South. Unfortunately, certain companies in the sector are the focus of increasing and credible 

accusations of human rights violations. In the past, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE has relied on your support for 

Bill C-300, introduced by John McKay in 2010, on responsible mining, and Bill C-584 on corporate social 

responsibility and the Canadian extractive industry in developing countries, introduced in 2014. The 

Canadian government must ensure that Canadian extractive companies respect human rights, including 

workers’ rights and environmental legislation regardless of where they operate.   

This is why we reiterate our call for the creation of a legal mechanism in the form of an ombudsman for 
the extractive sector in Canada. This person would have the power to investigate complaints of violations 
and recommend sanctions against companies that do not respect human rights in the context of their 
operations. 
 
In addition to the issues presented above related to our advocacy work, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE is 
concerned about the rights of Indigenous peoples, both in Canada and in the countries of the Global South. 
We therefore draw your attention to the need to implement the recommendations of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada, in particular to comply with the rules and principles of the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which Canada endorsed in 2012. 
 

Finally, we wish to congratulate you on introducing gender parity and cultural diversity within your cabinet. 

To conclude, Mr. Prime Minister, we would like to express our joy at the prospect of collaborating with 
you to establish priorities concerning matters of global affairs and international development. This is why 
we would appreciate meeting with you as soon as possible in order to discuss a new approach that would 
place social and economic justice at the heart of Canada’s domestic and foreign policy and actions. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 
David Leduc 
Executive Director 
 
 

 


