SHARE LENT 2022

Short talk

This Lent,
let’s put

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, good morning!
My name is ____________________ and I am speaking to you today as a member of Development and
Peace – Caritas Canada. Our parish collection will be taking place on __________________ and I am
here to invite you to give generously to Development and Peace this Lent.
As we know, climate change is having a massive impact on human life and on our planet.
Here in Canada, we have witnessed forest fires, floods, drought and other effects of climate change.
We are mobilizing financial and government resources each year to deal with those effects.
But in the world’s poorest countries, the dynamics are different. Our sisters and brothers in the
Global South do not have enough financial or community resources to cope. From droughts to water
and soil pollution, they are bearing the brunt of climate change caused in large part by our heavy
consumption in the Global North. Moreover, many multinational corporations based in rich countries
are exploiting the resources of the Global South, hurting local populations, who are seeing their
environment destroyed and their rights violated.
That is why Development and Peace supporters like you and I have been busy collecting signatures on
a petition since last fall. It calls on the federal government to pass a law that would require Canadian
companies operating abroad to respect human rights and the environment. If you haven’t yet had
the opportunity to do so, I urge you to sign the petition on the Development and Peace website.
This Lent, we are continuing with this same theme of putting people and the planet first. Bishop
Raymond Poisson, president of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, has invited us in
the name of Christ to support the Development and Peace campaign. In his letter to Canadian
Catholics, he reminded us that the funds we raise help Development and Peace carry out its mission
of transforming lives in nearly 30 countries around the world.
Please give generously to Development and Peace this Lent.
Your generosity is essential for our partners who are working to empower people and conserve
resources in Cambodia. It is essential for defending communities’ rights and territories against
corporate abuse in Honduras. And it is essential for helping people adapt to climate change in
Madagascar by transforming their neighbourhood into an ecological village. Your generosity allows
the communities that our partners accompany to survive and thrive in the face of climate change.
Your donation means communities can defend their human rights and care for the planet.
Your donations make Christ visible through your love and care for your neighbour. On behalf of our
sisters and brothers in the Global South, I thank you for your gift to Development and Peace’s Share
Lent collection.
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