“Let us put into practice our call to do good to all, and take time to love the poor and needy, those
abandoned and rejected, those discriminated against and marginalized.” (Fratelli Tutti, 193)
Dear Sisters in Christ,
First, I would like to thank you for your faithful support over the decades as a cherished partner of ours.
The Catholic Women’s League (CWL) and Development and Peace ― Caritas Canada enjoy shared values
and a longstanding relationship that dates back to 1969.

As the main caregivers and educators here in Canada and in the Global South, women play a very
important role in society. Women like you regularly take action as described in Matthew 25:35, by
feeding the hungry, giving water to the thirsty, clothing the naked, sheltering the homeless, providing
health care to the sick and educating children.
For over 50 years, CWL members have been making contributions to the 1% Program1 in support of
Development and Peace partners working to improve the status of vulnerable women in the Global South.
Through your prayers and dedication, you have turned a toonie a month into tens of thousands of
dollars! Collectively, the funds you have raised have made a real difference in the lives of thousands of
women searching for social and economic justice for themselves, their families and their communities.
This Year’s Project
This year, the League is partnering with Development and Peace to raise funds for a community-based
schools project to bring education to remote communities of Afghanistan.

Decades of war have wounded Afghanistan’s
social fabric and stalled its development. In
rural areas, many children, especially girls, do
not attend school simply because the nearest
school can be up to 20 kilometres away.

School children photographed during our 2015 mission to
Afghanistan. (Development and Peace)

Furthermore, Afghan women have been
deprived of their basic human rights
throughout their country’s history. Despite
progress in the last two decades, women’s
rights in Afghanistan have already suffered
significant setbacks since the Taliban seized
power in August 2021.
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By regularly setting aside one percent of their expenses on personal items and of the funds raised by parish councils
(approximately a toonie a month) for the national voluntary fund that supports Development and Peace.
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For example, after the takeover, Taliban decisions prevented most girls and women from attending
secondary school and university, and local directives prevented many women from continuing to
work. With millions of Afghans unable to buy food or basic goods, and a humanitarian crisis looming,
households in which women were until recently the main earners will be the hardest hit.
Furthermore, Taliban forces have used gunfire, batons and tear gas to break up protests demanding
women’s rights to work and education, and some women activists have been arrested or have
disappeared after participating in protests.
Although the Taliban recently said classrooms would
reopen for all girls and women on March 21, their
studies have suffered a severe setback.
To support our sisters in Afghanistan, Development
and Peace is partnering with Catholic Relief Services
(CRS) on a community-based schools project in
remote communities. The three-year project will
allow 180 students (92 girls, 88 boys) currently in
grades 1 to 3 to continue through grades 4, 5 and 6.
One of the few remaining agencies that can operate Children photographed during our 2012 mission to
effectively in Afghanistan, CRS is making education Afghanistan. (Development and Peace)
safe and feasible for the children by (1) basing the project in communities in which it enjoys broadbased support and buy-in, (2) running classes in the children’s neighbourhoods in discreet locations,
often in teachers’ homes, and (3) delivering the government-mandated curriculum. This project is
thus a means for us to continue supporting Afghan women and girls and their rights.
A heartfelt thank-you!

The Catholic Women’s League has long been a dedicated supporter of Development and Peace’s
mission and of our sisters in the Global South who are striving for a better future. Knowing that God
understands suffering and takes pity on the poor and the persecuted, you can unite your actions with
His will in your support for Afghan women and girls. This project promotes their access to economic
empowerment and greater dignity. Together, we can build a more just world.
May your Lent be rich in spiritual graces and thank you wholeheartedly for your support!

Genevieve Gallant
Director of Communications, Campaigns and Fundraising
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