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3rd Sunday of Lent

Luke 13:1-9

This Sunday’s Gospel illustrates how Jesus used current events to show how God wants us to live 
in the world. This method of teaching and the lessons we can learn from it are still relevant today.   

The first part of the Gospel responds to the then-held belief that bad things happen to bad people; that 
if something bad happened in your life, it was because you had sinned and you were consequently 
being punished. However, that’s not how things go; that’s not how God relates to us. 

Today, a similar error is often made when we think those who struggle with poverty must be doing 
something wrong – that they need to work harder, that they need to be taught, that they caused their 
situation or at least aren’t working hard enough to fix it. This is also not how poverty works, and not 
how God wants us to relate to others. 

Jesus tells us that we should not judge others or the reasons for their suffering. We should simply 
examine where we have failed to love ourselves, others, and God. Wherever we see weakness and 
sin, we need to put energy into growing more love. Similarly, we are called not to judge those who 
are impoverished, but instead learn about the causes of poverty and injustice to put our energy into 
making the world a fairer place. 

Neither of these tasks are easy, but they are related. Just like the examples in the Gospel, people 
today are harmed and impoverished due to the actions of others. And while accidents still happen 
today, sometimes accidents aren’t accidents: “natural” disasters – which disproportionately affect 
the poor – have been made stronger and more frequent by the actions and inactions of the wealthy 
in our world. 

Addressing the causes of global poverty requires that we examine how our choices affect others 
and that we seriously look at how we can live simpler lives and share more. This can take time and 
effort to learn, as well as humility to accept. In fact, Lent is the perfect time to start – or deepen – our 
journey of solidarity.  

The second part of the Gospel teaches us that God is patient and will keep calling our name, just like 
the gardener gave the fig tree another year while nurturing and caring for it. God never promised us 
an easy life – or an easy Lent. He promised to be with us on the journey and gave us a family and 
community to journey with. This Lent, you are invited to walk in solidarity with those who are struggling 
around the world and to consider sharing what you have with those in need. 
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Discussion questions:  
 J What assumptions do we have about those who struggle with poverty? How can we 

learn about the causes of poverty together and practice speaking about impoverished 
people with dignity and respect? 

 J How can we use this Lent to share more with those who are struggling? What 
changes do we need to make in our family to live in better solidarity with those 
who are impoverished?

This week on the Solidarity Calendar: learn about the devastating effects of climate change on 
communities around the world and see how you can put people and the planet first.  


