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4th Sunday of Lent
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Sometimes, when we hear the same thing over and over, it loses its meaning. We know we should 
pray, attend mass, give to charity, be nice and say thank you. Every week, the priest or deacon tells us 
some variation of “go and live the Gospel in your lives”, but what many of us hear is “your obligation 
is fulfilled, you are free to get on with your day”. 

The father in today’s Gospel did not receive the news that his son was coming with skepticism, or 
even caution. He must have been watching the road, because he ran to his son and greeted him 
before immediately starting the preparations for the celebration. 

The story could have ended there if it was just about God’s forgiveness and love for us. However, it 
continues with the father giving the elder son an important correction: that following the rules without 
being connected to God is also missing the mark. The elder brother expected to be offered a reward, 
while the father pointed out that it had been there for his enjoyment all along, already given. 

Like the elder brother, if we follow the rules but forget the relationship, we miss the important things. 
If we are focused on our own worthiness, or on the list of things to do, we miss out on amazing 
opportunities to connect with others. 

Following Christ is not about rules. It is about loving earnestly, enthusiastically, and wholly, like the 
father who ran to greet his son. As Saint Paul says, we are to be “ambassadors for Christ” as we are 
reconciled to God.

What a radical world our place would be if we went out and served, healed and offered compassion 
the way Christ did! What amazing changes we could bring to our world if we combated injustice with 
the same vigour and clarity as Christ did! What an amazing church we could be if we went out and 
lived the Gospel in our lives!

Discussion questions: 
 J How will our family “go and live the Gospel in our lives” this week? 

 J How will we make “living the Gospel in our lives” a regular practice? 

This week, the Solidarity Calendar poses fundamental questions about how to live in solidarity as we 
prepare for next week’s Share Lent collection. View the calendar at devp.org/lentcalendar.

http://devp.org/lentcalendar
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