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5th Sunday of Lent
John 8:1-11

Solidarity Sunday

The scribes and pharisees were not pleased with how Jesus broke social norms that excluded people 
to teach a more loving, forgiving and supportive way of being. When the pharisees and scribes came 
to confront him, Jesus let them argue while he drew in the sand. Whether he was drawing something 
of meaning or simply doodling is not recorded. He does not engage with them. They came to trap 
him, not to dialogue with him – therefore, he does not play their game.  

The scribes were merely using the woman to make a point. She is not considered a person, not 
treated with compassion, not named or allowed to speak. That tendency is all too common today. In 
response, Christ ignores the legalistic trap that the pharisees describe to him. He addresses their sin 
and then treats the woman with dignity, offering compassion and truth. 

Often, when we try to live out our love through charitable actions, “the poor” are not named, and 
the only time we hear their voice is to extend gratitude for our generosity. They become a passive 
recipient of our benevolence. 

Recognizing that every kind of poverty today has a cause, we must have the humility to listen to 
those who struggle with poverty, to hear how our lives are connected, and how we can take action to 
change systems that hurt people. We can then learn to make lifestyle changes as a way of lessening 
the burden on others and try to develop a relationship of solidarity with our sisters and brothers.    

Discussion questions: 
 JWhere in our lives do we see people being used as pawns rather than treated 
with dignity? 

 JWhat can we do to recognize these people, listen to them, and encounter them? 

Today is Solidarity Sunday, a day set aside by the Canadian Catholic Bishops to support the work 
of Development and Peace – Caritas Canada, the official international development organization 
of the Catholic Church in Canada. Listen to the voices of our partners and learn how we support 
leaders in their own communities, as well as how we work in solidarity to address the root causes 
of poverty here at home. 

Please give from the heart!
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