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6th Sunday of Lent  
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Luke 19: 28-40 and Luke 22: 14-23:56

Two parades

In today’s two Gospels, Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem is contrasted with his walk to Calvary. The waving 
of palms and spruce branches as we begin our Mass today serves to welcome our King. That he is a 
King of Peace is symbolized by his riding of a donkey, as opposed to battle kings who rode horses. 
The people welcomed him, crying “Hosanna” (a special celebration of one who saves). They were 
welcoming their liberator. However, they had a different expectation of how the following week would 
play out. 

Indeed, Christ’s followers thought Jesus would become their literal King, replacing the existing ruler 
and taking over the government. Instead, he was arrested, beaten, and questioned by the judge. He 
did not defend himself or fight back. He even told his disciples not to fight to defend him, but to let 
it happen. What kind of King was this? 

A week earlier, the crowds had celebrated Jesus’ return to Jerusalem as King. Now, the crowds asked 
to have him crucified, the guards mocked him, and he was put to death. Some disciples went into 
hiding, denying they knew him. 

How do we react when our opinion is not popular – do we stand up and defend our values, or do we 
tend to follow the crowd for fear of being different? 

Jesus asks us to be like him: to speak out for those who are ignored or excluded, to treat with respect 
people who are forgotten or cast aside, and to see in each person his own likeness. He asks us to 
carry his voice, even when it is difficult or it costs us comfort. 

Discussion questions: 
 J Who is in most need of our courage and faithfulness today? 

 J Where do you see unfair rules in your life? What can we do about these unfair 
rules? 

 J Where are we called to stand up and raise our voice for what is right? How will 
we do this? 

Learn more about solidarity and hear from our partners in the Global South at devp.org. You can even 
become a member to continue growing with this approach based on dignity and solidarity!

http://devp.org
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