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Montreal, September 9, 2022 

 
To: Ambassador Elizabeth Williams 
Embassy of Canada to Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Honduras 
 

Dear Ambassador,  

Warm greetings from Development and Peace – Caritas Canada (DPCC) in Montreal, the official 

international development agency of the Catholic Church in Canada, active in Honduras for some 40 years 

now.   

I am writing to draw your attention to the case of Lenca journalist Sonia Perez, of San José, La Paz, 

Honduras, a correspondent of our partner the Jesuit Fundación ERIC/Radio Progreso in El Progreso, Yoro.   

Sonia is a member of Radio Progreso’s grassroots correspondents’ network, financially supported by DPCC 

in partnership with the Quebec government’s  New Quebec sans Frontières (NQSF) program.  The 3-year 

project, Voices Without Borders in Defence of Territory and Life, supports environmental and human rights 

defenders, and one of its priorities is to train rural radio correspondents in regions where quality 

journalism is absent.  

In the course of her journalistic work to cover a land conflict between the Lenca Nueva Palestina Council 

and a local businessman, Juan Argueta, Sonia was unjustly criminally charged of damage to private 

property and trespassing on the lands that Sr. Argueta claims as his own.  

Sonia, although she is Lenca, is not a member of the Nueva Palestina indigenous council.  She was merely 

reporting on the conflict, which led to a violent eviction on May 18 of the community by police officers 

accompanied by Argueta’s employees, during which 7 homes, an irrigation system and grains stored were 

destroyed.   

Fortunately, the charges have been dropped in this case now, as the judge recognized a legal error in the 

proceedings, and it was established that the indigenous council possesses legitimate title to their lands, 

dating back to 1999.  

However, the conflict between the indigenous council and Sr. Argueta persists and Sonia Perez’s 

reputation has been damaged by the charges which unjustly identified her as party to a conflict which was 

the object of her journalistic work.  She has received threats and fearing for her life, she has had to 

temporarily leave her home because she has observed strange men prowling around her neighbourhood 

at night.   Sonia has since been admitted to the government of Honduras’s protection mechanism for 

threatened human rights defenders, unfortunately, we fear this may not be adequate to ensure her 

security.   



We and our partner Radio Progreso believe that raising her profile as a legitimate journalist may afford 

her some protection.  We would therefore request that Canadian embassy staff in Honduras raise the case 

of Sonia Perez with the Honduran government in the context of Canada’s work to defend human rights 

and freedom of the press and promote feminine leadership.  If it is possible for Canadian officials to visit 

Sonia in La Paz, this would also be greatly appreciated and would be beneficial for the journalist.  We 

could arrange such a visit through our partner organizations.   

Through the Éducation à la Citoyenneté mondiale component of the above-mentioned NQSF project, we 

are working to raise the profile of Sonia Perez in Quebec and the rest of Canada.  Many Canadians are 

now concerned about her.   

We thank you for your attention to this matter and we can be available to further discuss this case by 

videoconference, and can, of course, put you in contact with the Fundación ERIC/Radio Progreso for 

further details or to organize a meeting with Sonia Perez.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

__________________________________ 

Carl Hétu 
Executive Director  
 
 

cc.   Mme. Nadine Girault, Quebec Minister of International Affairs and Francophonie 

        Fr. German Rosa, Director Radio Progreso/Fundación ERIC 

       OACNUDH, Tegucigalpa 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 


