
Montreal, August 31, 2022

Dear supporters, 

We hope you had a pleasant summer and are getting ready to mobilize with us! 

Since its launch in September 2021, our People and Planet First campaign has achieved many milestones: 
meetings with 36 MPs across the country, over 17,000 parliamentary petition signatures received, and 
your message demanding mandatory due diligence legislation for companies operating abroad presented 
in the House of Commons. There is much to celebrate!   

As we prepare for the fall, we would like to share news about some exciting changes we hope you’ll 
support. To strengthen the effectiveness of our campaigns, we will be transitioning to a new campaign 
cycle where the themes will be launched in January, for Lent.

What does this mean?  
When we start a new campaign in January, we will introduce Canadians to the new theme by highlighting 
some of our partners’ projects in the Global South. During Share Lent, we will invite the Canadian public to 
support our mission financially. Then, we will take action by bringing the education and action campaign 
to life throughout the year.

What will we do this fall?  
We will continue to mobilize around due diligence with our People and Planet First campaign, using 
the resources available since September 2021. We will also continue gathering signatures for our due 
diligence petition (devp.org/act) to keep the pressure on the federal government and build real political 
will to effect change. As our partners have repeatedly told us: to change the structural causes of poverty 
in the Global South, we also need to change things at home. 

“What can Canadians do to address the challenges we’re facing globally?  
Canadians can, first and foremost, participate within their country, within their 
communities, to work to dismantle structures of colonialism, structures of 
exploitation, structures of inequality…”
— Dr. Isaac Asume Osuoka, Director of Social Action, Nigeria

Let’s live the change we want to see in the Global South! And continue to demand the federal government 
pass legislation requiring Canadian companies operating abroad to respect human and environmental rights.
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This fall, to mark Development and Peace’s 55th anniversary and address one of the priorities that 
emerged from our Orientation Assembly last June, we will also work on renewing the movement. Pope 
Francis calls us to be a “Church which goes forth.” That is why this fall we are seeking to strengthen 
our movement by reaching out to new members and supporters in our communities—and outside! 

Let’s use the People and Planet First campaign to invite more young adults to join us. Let’s reach out 
to local environmental and human rights groups. Let’s grow our reach so that ecumenical and interfaith 
communities learn how, together, we can bring this crucial legislation forward. We are counting on you 
to raise awareness about our campaign and our organization in new places and in a way that makes the 
most sense locally.  

To do so, we will provide you with new resources, such as:

 
You will be able to download these tools online or get them from your regional animator in October.

 
Join us for the national launch webinar on  

September 24 at 1:30 p.m. to learn more  

(or 4:00 p.m. in French) 

You will also be invited to online or in-person meetings to share your skills and knowledge with other 
members in your region.

We are looking forward to seeing you as we re-energize our wonderful community and continue to create 
hope together. Let’s venture off the beaten path and mobilize ourselves to preserve our common home 
and uphold the rights of those who suffer from injustice and poverty. Together, we are building a world 
of justice and peace.

Thank you for your continued commitment.
Yours in solidarity, 

 

 
 
 
Carl Hétu  
Executive Director 
Development and Peace ― Caritas Canada  

the updated  
institutional  
brochure;   

a postcard 
 to recruit  

new members;

a kit of tips and tricks for 
recruiting new members 

(PDF online); and

various videos presenting 
the work of Development and 

Peace and its members, to 
support you in your efforts.
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